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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the Application filed 22 August 2003, in which 
claims 1-44 were presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yassan, US Patent No. 6,008,723, in view of Obradovich, US Patent 
No. 6,449.535. 

3. (Claims 1 and 23) Yassan discloses a system and a method for customizing an 
audio message within a vehicle comprising: a computing device disposed within a 
vehicle (control unit 20), a user interface in communication with said computing device 
(occupant interactive button pad 38), said user interface comprising a menu (Column 5, 
lines 24-27, lines 32-35, options of Voice Message System (VMS): active replay mode, 
passive replay mode, or planned passive mode are set by actuator or command), 
wherein a user makes selections comprising audio messages from the menu using the 
user interface (occupant activates VMS recording and selects desired mode, figures 2- 
4), a memory storage device in communication with said computing device for storing at 
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least one of said selections from said menu (control unit 20 may contain a digital 
memory back to store message signal and selected mode, Column 5, lines 40-47), and 
a means for enabling the execution of a message selected by a user upon the 
occurrence and detection of a triggering event (control module 20 incorporates an 
electric calendar, wherein the message is executed at a particular time; ignition switch 
signal sent to unit 20 for active replay mode; Airbag diagnostic switch sent to unit 20 for 
passive replay mode). 

Yassan suggests different locations of the access inputs and the combination of 
the system with a nonnal vehicle audio system. Yassan does not explicitly disclose a 
display in communication with the computing device. However, Obradovich et al. 
teaches a display (figure 2, element 102a) in communication with a computing device 
(processor 105) wherein the display is used to present the options of the system to the 
user in an organized way (Abstract). Obradovich et al. further teaches wherein the 
options can be presented to the user using different media such as text and graphic, 
with the display, and audio, similarly to Yassan. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the system and of 
Yassan with the teachings of Obradovich et al. because as Obradovich et al. suggests, 
the inclusion of a display allows the infonnation of the system to be "readily available 
literally at the fingertips of the user" and in view of Yassan would offer a redundant 
media to further clarify system information. 
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4. (Claims 4 and 26) Yassan further discloses wherein said memory storage device 
is an internal memory storage device (Column 5, lines 40-47, a digital memory bank in 
control unit 20). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-1 1, 13, 17, 23-33, 35 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Iggulden et al., US Patent No. 6,882,712, in view of Zwern, US 
Patent No. 5,245,694. 

6. (Claims 1 and 23) Iggulden et al. discloses a system and method for 
customizing preferences and other programmable parameters of an appliance, including 
vehicles, comprising: a computing device disposed within a vehicle (figure 13, 
microcontroller 208, Column 7, lines 46-52), a user interface in communication with said 
computing device (Column 8, lines 64-66), a display in communication with said 
computing device (user interface display & buttons 214, and figure 14) and said user 
interface comprising a menu (menu of adjustable/programmable features of the 
appliance. Column 5, lines 17-20, Column 8, lines 52-61, and line 64- Column 9, line 
10), a memory storage device in communication with said computing device for storing 
at least one of said selections from said menu (memories 210 and 212, figure 1 3 and 
the transfer device 16: Column 9, lines 43-49 and Column 13, lines 37-40). Iggulden et 
al. discloses a general system and method of customizing an appliance and does not 
explicitly disclose wherein the customization of the appliance is the selection of audio 
messages. However, Zwern teaches a user-programmable and customizable security 
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system wherein a user makes selections comprising audio messages using tlie user 
interface (element 48, Column 5, lines 33-47) and a means for enabling the execution of 
a message selected by a user upon the occurrence and detection of a triggering event 
(Column 6. lines 21-27). Although Zwern suggests that the security system disclosed 
does not require external recording or programming, in view of the disclosure of 
Iggulden et al. it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the electronic art to 
transfer/store audio files to the system as well as record/store files. 

7. (Claims 11 and 33) Zwern further discloses wherein said audio messages 
correspond to a condition of said vehicle (Column 9, lines 48-58). 

8. (Claims 13 and 35) Zwern further discloses wherein at least one of said audio 
messages informs the user that a door is ajar within said vehicle (Column 9, lines 48- 
58). 

9. (Claims 17 and 39) Zwern further discloses wherein at least one of said audio 
messages informs the user of a condition extemal of the vehicle (Column 9, lines 48- 
58). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the system of Iggulden et al. with the teachings of Zwern because 
as Zwern suggests, allowing a user to record or, with the suggested teachings of 
Iggulden et al., transfer and program a security system to play audio messages at a 
user's selection, for instance the message announced in the user's preferred language 
(Zwern: Column 1, lines 41-45). Further, Zwern teaches the benefits of a user 
customizable security system to include: allowing the user to differentiate the user's own 
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alarm from others; broadening the user's choice of security features by allowing 
customizations to take place post-Installation and without additional and expensive 
programming at the factory; and allowing the security system to unambiguously specify 
the vehicle condition (Column 2, lines 21-37). 

10. (Claims 2 and 24) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said memory device 
is a portable memory storage device (transfer device 16: Column 9, lines 43-49 and 
Column 13, lines 37-40). 

1 1 . (Claims 3 and 25) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said portable 
memory device storage device comprises a portable memory storage card (transfer 
device 16: Column 9, lines 43-49 and Column 13, lines 37-40). 

12. (Claims 4 and 26) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said memory storage 
device is an internal memory storage device (memories 210 and 212, figure 13). 

1 3. (Claims 5 and 27) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein the system and 
method comprising a means for accessing a remote network to provide said menu 
(interactive site server 14, figures 5 and 6, Column 9, lines 12-49), wherein such a user 
selects one or more of said selections from said menu via said user interface (Column 
5, lines 10-20). 

14. (Claims 6 and 29) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said means for 
accessing a remote network comprises a means for accessing a website of the 
manufacturer of the vehicle via an internet service provider to provide said menu 
(Column 6, lines 8-16). 
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1 5. (Claims 7 and 28) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said memory storage 
device is located on said remote network (Column 6, lines 16-24 and lines 38-43, the 
user can store the features programmed by the serial number of the appliance on the 

server). 

16. (Claim 8) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said memory storage device is 
a portable memory storage device (Column 9, lines 43-49 and Column 13, lines 37-40). 

17. (Claims 9, 30 and 31) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said portable 
memory storage device comprises a portable memory storage card (Column 9, lines 43- 
49 and Column 13, lines 37-40). 

18. (Claims 10 and 32) Iggulden et al. further discloses wherein said memory 
storage device Is an internal memory storage device (memories 210 and 212, figure 
13). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

19. Claims 12, 14-16, 18-21, 34, 36-38. 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Iggulden et al. in view of Zwern as applied to claim 1 1 
above, and further in view of Obradovich et al., US Patent No. 6,449,535. 

20. (Claims 12, 14-16, 18, 34, 36-38 and 40) Iggulden et al. in view of Zwern 
discloses the system and method previously discussed including the audio message 
concerning the condition of the vehicle, but neither reference teaches wherein a 
message indicates a vehicle light is activated, a need for oil. a need to check tires or the 
battery, and the outside temperature. However, Obradovich et al. teaches an audio 
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message is used to inform the user that a vehicle light is activated (Column 8, lines Id- 
le and Column 15, lines 44-53) and audio indicators for vehicle condition parameters 
such as tire pressure, battery condition, oil pressure, and outside temperatures (Column 
6, lines 48-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the system and method of Iggulden et al. in view of Zwem in 
further view of the teachings of Obradovich et al. because as Obradovich et al. teaches 
the audio messages of warnings and information of interest increases driver safety by 
decreasing the time the driver spends looking away from the road and at the respective 
console (Column 3, lines 48-54). It would have been further obvious to combine the 
teachings of Obradovich with the system and method of Iggulden et al. in view of Zwem 
because as Zwern teaches, the system would allow the user to customize and then 
differentiate and quickly identify the audio alarms/indicator of vehicle's different features. 

21 . (Claims 19 and 41) Iggulden et al. in view of Zwern discloses the system and 
method previously discussed, but neither reference discloses providing means for 
associating a profile of individual users. However, Obradovich et al. teaches providing 
identifying means (Personal Identification Number (PIN) Column 9, lines 9-16) for 
associating a profile comprising at least one of said selections with an individual user 
(Column 10, lines 45-53), and wherein said identifying means activates said profile such 
that the selections of said profile are executed upon the occurrence of a triggering event 
(Column 10, lines 45-53 and Column 11, lines 29-45, upon entering a PIN number the 
features of the respective user are adjusted accordingly). 
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22. (Claims 20 and 42) Obradovich et al. further discloses wherein said identifying 
means is a password comprising at least one character which is entered on said user 
interface (PIN, Column 11, lines 11-18) 

23. (Claims 21 and 43) Obradovich et al. further discloses wherein said identifying 
means is a push button on a user interface (Column 1 1 , lines 1 1-18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the system and method of Iggulden et al. in view of Zwem with the 
teachings of Obradovich et al. because as Obradovich et al. teaches the PIN 
identification means increases security means of the vehicle and protects the user's 
preferences from unauthorized changes (Column 9, lines 9-16). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

24. Claims 22 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Iggulden et al. in view of Zwem and in further view of Obradovich et al. as applied 
to claim 19 above, and further in view of Obradovich et al., US Patent No. 6,703,944 
(referred to as reference '944). 

Iggulden et al. in view of Zwern and in further view of Obradovich et al. as 
previously discussed taught providing means for associating a profile with an individual 
user and specifically, Iggulden et al., a transfer means of data on a portable memory 
storage card (Column 13, lines 37-40). However, the previously discussed references 
do not teach wherein the identifying means is stored on a portable memory storage 
device card. However, Reference '944 teaches the identifying means, PIN, associated 
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with the user profile of preferential settings of a vehicle (Column 12, lines 18-23) is 
stored on a portable memory storage device card (Integrated circuit card 600, Column 
1 1 , line 61- Column 12, line 22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to combine the system and method of Iggulden et al. 
in view of Zwern and in further view of Obradovich et al. with the further teachings of 
Reference '944 because as reference '944 teaches storing the preference data and 
user identification means on the IC card increases security and consumer ease and 
flexibility by allowing the user to adjust vehicle settings without the entire user profile 
being pre-stored In that specific vehicle memory (Column 11, line 61- Column 12, line 
22). 




